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Grants 101: What can Grants Fund

A grant is…

a way to fund a specific project or 
portion of your farm business. 

A grant is not…

the way to fully-fund your farm business! 

start-up funding for your farm business.

always the best solution to your 
equipment, technology or labor problems.

Other Farm Funding Sources: 

Crowdfunding 
Loans 

Direct Fundraising
Sponsorships



Grants 101: Finding Funders

● Foundations
● Governments
● Corporations
● Non-Profits



Grants 101: Finding Funders

A “grant application” has a few names:

● Request for Proposals 
● Grant Application
● Call for Proposals
● Request for Applications
● Grant Guidelines
● Notice of Funding Available
● Notice of Solicitation of Applications



Grants 101: Know Your Grant

● Am I an eligible applicant?
● Will the grant fund the type of project I want to undertake?
● Will grant funds pay for the type of expenses that my project will 

include?
● Is there a portion of the total budget I must contribute? In other 

terms, is there a 'match' that I will need to secure in order to receive 
grant funds?

● Is this a reimbursable grant?
● Does your business have the necessary registrations?



Will the grant fund the type of project I want to undertake? Will grant funds pay for the type of expenses that my 
project will include?

Is this a reimbursable grant?

Is there a portion of the total budget I must contribute?

Does your business have the necessary registrations?

All information from MDARD Underserved, Value Added, and Regional Food Systems Grant Program



Many Support Resources Avail. from MSU CRFS!



Common Elements of a Grant Proposal

● Introduction to your farm 
business

● Needs Assessment / Problem 
Statement

● Goals, Objectives, or Expected 
Outcomes

● Project Description, Narrative, 
or Methods

● Timeline
● Budget
● Letters of Support
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Common Elements of a Grant Proposal: 
Introduction to Your Business

● What type of food company or farm are you?
● How long have you been in business?
● What is your purpose or mission?
● What is the expertise of the owners and/or key personnel?
● What are some of your company's principles or priorities?
● What special populations (if any) do you serve?
● Where is your company located?
● What past successes have propelled you to this point?
● What makes your company unique?



Common Elements of a Grant Proposal: 
Needs Assessment / Problem Statement

● Why do you need grant funding? 
● What specific gap/problem/need 

will this funding meet?
● Support with data, customer 

feedback, statistics
● Connect to your farm goals and 

goals of funder
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Common Elements of a Grant Proposal:
Goals, Objectives, Expected Outcomes
● What will you accomplish?
● Examples: 

○ We will reduce food waste in Sample County to below the national average 
by 2030.

○ By 2026, we will construct a commercially licensed kitchen in Sample 
County.

○ Food production capacity at XYZ Food Co. will increase threefold by Dec 
31,2026

○ Food production capacity growth at XYZ FoodCo will create a 30% 
expansion in profits for our business.



Common Elements of a Grant Proposal:
Project Description, Narrative, or Methods

How will you 
accomplish 
your goal?
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Common Elements of a Grant Proposal:
Project Description, Narrative, or Methods

How will you tell 
a compelling 
story about your 
project?

1. Opening
2. Challenge
3. Action
4. Resolition
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Common Elements of a Grant Proposal: 
Timeline
● When will key actions take 

place? 
● Format: Narrative, Table, 

Fillable Template
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Common Elements of a Grant Proposal:  Budget

● What will you spend grant funds on? 

TotalCostItem

$4500150 hours x $30 / hourFarmer Time

$4650$4650Contracted Marketing 
Services

$850$850Printing and Mailing

$10,000TOTAL



Common Elements of a Grant Proposal:
Letters of Support
● The best Letters of Support are from an entity that has knowledge of 

the needs that your proposal is addressing; 
○ Acts as ‘verification' of the situation described in your proposal

● This may be someone in your industry, a business advisor, or other 
subject expert. 

● For any grant projects done in partnership, you will want a letter of 
support from named partners

● Double check grant requirements!!!!
● Make sure letter writers have enough time to complete



Grants 101: Editing, Reviewing, Submitting

Make sure you're answering all questions and including all materials asked for 
in the request for proposals.

Be sure you’re following guidelines for page limits, word/character counts, 
formatting.

Have multiple people read and review your application

- Friends, family, an MSU Product Center Counselor

You can use AI to help proofread your proposal.



Grants for 101: Grant Review and Decisions

- Watch your email closely!
- Partial funding offers are 

possible
- Rejection is common, but 

still tough
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What can you do right now?

Explore Open & 
Upcoming Grant 

Opportunities 

Get Quotes from 
Vendors or 
Contractors

Complete Grant Writing 
for Food and Farm 

Entrepreneurs Course

Finalize your Business 
Plans and 

Recordkeeping







Be prepared for 
any funding 
opportunity by 
getting your 
proposal prepared 
in advance.

Get Quotes from Vendors or Contractors



Finalize Your Business Plans and Recordkeeping
Business Structure
Limited Liability Company (LLC) ~ Sole Proprietorship ~ B Corporation ~ Non-profit ~ 
Cooperative

Recordkeeping: Common Grant Submission Requirements

● Employer Identification Number (EIN)
● Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) (for government grants)

○ This replaced the DUNS number in 2022
○ Register through SAM.gov

● 501(c)3 Determination letter (for non-profits)
● IRS Forms 990 for the past 2 fiscal years (for nonprofits)
● IRS Form W-9
● Annual budget from past 2 years
● Current operating budget



Explore Open & Upcoming Grant Opportunities
Open now: 

- MDARD Underserved, Value-Added, and Regional Food Systems Grant (due April 
15, 2026)

- MDARD Wastewater Infrastructure Fund Grants (rolling)

- Community Funded Grant Programs - Community Foundations

Coming soon: 
- MDARD Rural Development Fund Grants
- MDARD Farm to Family Programs
- MSU Center for Regional Food Systems & Great Lakes Partnership for Food and 

Farm Development





Q&A + Discussion
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